JOHN SHORTER
of that language in Newgate; pick pockets without bung-
ling ; outlie a Quaker; outswear a losing lord at the
Groom Porter's; and brazen out all their villainies with
the unparalleled impudence of an Irishman.
In this employment Will Holly day remained till he was
near twenty years of age, when looking upon himself as too
old to continue longer in that station, wherein he had behaved
himself with a great deal of bravery, candour and justice,
he surrendered his commission and turned highwayman ;
which profession he followed till the hangman provided for
him, on Wednesday, the 22nd of December3 1697.
JOHN SHORTER
Highwayman^ who conspired a Revolt in Newgate and
saw the Ghost of another Malefactor there.
Executed lind of December^ 1697
TT^XECUTED on 22nd of December, 1697, was a high-
Xl/wayman named John Shorter, of about thirty years of
age. Whilst this fellow was in Newgate, about two years
before, he had designed with some other malefactors to
have seized on the waiters of Newgate, and to have burnt
Mr Tofield's papers, the notary then in the lodge of that
prison; withal designing to wrest the officers* arms from
them, and to fire upon them if they opposed. They further
designed to have bound the officers as they came one day
from the chapel, and if they made the least opposition to
have cut their throats; and that after their escape they
would go on the highways, take travellers' horses, and,
mounting them, would ride off. Moreover they had agreed
that if anyone knocked at the lodge under the gate they
would let them in and bind them also, and then lock them
up with the officers in the dungeon or condemned hold.
One of these confederates being a smith, he was to have
been employed in knocking off the others' fetters; and if
the turnkeys had any money in their pockets they would take
it from them, to carry themselves off and buy provisions.
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